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SUBJ: AMBASSADOR ANAND'S REMARKS ABOUT POSSIBLE 
CHANGES IN THAI POREIGN POLICY 

SUMMARY: NSC SPECIAL ASSISTANT JOHN LEHMAN, PARTICIPATING 
IN A USIS ONGOING POREIGN POLICY THEMATIC PROGRAM, MET INFORM ALL- 
LY JULY 17 WITH MEMBERS OP THE POREIGN MINISTRY STAPF IN SIMILAR 
PASHION TO OTHER KEY LECTURERS VISITING HERE UNDER USIS SPONSOR- 
SHIP. AMBASSADOR ANAND PAYYARACHUN, ON TDY PROM WASHINGTON, 
UNEXPECTEDLY JOINED THE DISCUSSION WHICH DEVELOPED INTO A DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN HIM AND LEHMAN. ANAND PREDICTED POSSIBLE THAI POREIGN 
POLICY CHANGES, SAYING IT WAS BECOMING INCREASINGLY DIPFICULT FOR 
THE RTG TO EXPLAIN WHY THE AMERICAN PRESENCE IN THAILAND IS 
NOT MORE OF AN OBSTACLE THAN A NECESSITY TO THAI POREIGN POLICY 
INTERESTS. END SUMMARY. 

1. ANAND EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT THE ABILITY OP THE EXECUTIVE 
BRANCH TO DELIVER ON ITS MILITARY AND ECONOMIC AID COMMIT- 
MENTS TO THAILAND. HE SAID "WE" HAVE NO DOUBT ABOUT THE 
SINCERITY OP THE U.S. COMMITMENT, BUT IT WAS DIFPICULT TO RECON- 
CILE REASSURANCES SUCH AS LEHMAN WAS GIVING WITH THE MOOD OP 
THE SENATE, AND THE IMBALANCE BETWEEN THE EXECUTIVE AND LEGIS- 
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ESTIMATE THAT THE SUBSTANTIVE EEEECTS OE THE WATERGATE AFEAIR 
WOULD BE ENDED BY SEPTEMBER. 

2. ANAND SAID THAT IMPORTANT DOMESTIC EACTORS AEFECT THE RTG 
ABILITY TO MAINTAIN ITS PRESENT EOREIGN POLICY. IN VIEW OE PRO- 
BLEMS RELATED TO THE RISING COSTS OE LIVING AND STUDENT DEMANDS, 
SAID ANAND, THE RTG WILL HAVE TO UNDERTAKE "MORE IMAGINATIVE 
MEASURES" IN THE NEXT SIX MONTHS TO BOLSTER POPULAR CONFIDENCE 
IN ITS COMPETENCE TO GOVERN. IF THOSE MEASURES DO NOT SUCCEED, 

HE SAID, RTG EOREIGN POLICY WILL BE "IN SERIOUS TROUBLE" BECAUSE 
THE ELITE GROUP WHICH IS INTERESTED IN EOREIGN AEFAIRS WILL BE 
ABLE TO SEIZE ON POPULAR DISCONTENT TO AGITATE EOR EOREIGN POLICY 
CHANGES. ANAND SAID IT IS ALREADY DIEEICULT, AND BECOMING MORE 
SO, EOR THE GOVERNMENT TO EXPLAIN WHY THE AMERICAN PRESENCE 

IN THAILAND IS NOT MORE OF AN OBSTACLE THAN A NECESSITY TO 
THAI EOREIGN POLICY INTERESTS. 

3. ANAND ASKED LEHMAN WHETHER HE EXPECTED A DECREASE IN 
THE NUMBER OE THAI BASES TO BE USED BY THE U.S. LEHMAN 
RESPONDED THAT HE WOULD EXPECT A DRAWDOWN IN EORCE LEVELS, 

BUT THAT HE WAS NOT COMPETENT TO DISCUSS HOW REMAINING FORCES 
WOULD BE DEPLOYED; HE EMPHASIZED THAT HE DID NOT ENVISION A 
TOTAL WITHDRAWAL. 

4. COMMENT: ANAND HAS RETURNED TO THAILAND OSTENSIBLY TO VISIT 
AN EXTREMELY SICK EATHER. WE SUSPECT THAN AN EQUAL PRIORITY 
MIGHT BE A REEVALUATION OF THE U.S.-THAI SPECIAL RELATION- 
SHIP IN VIEW OE REDUCED AID LEVELS AND THE AUGUST 15 SCHEDULED 
DATE EOR CESSATION OE BOMBING IN CAMBODIA. THE VIEWS THAT 
ANAND EXPRESSED TO LEHMAN ARE SYMPTOMATIC OF THINKING AMONG 
KEY EOREIGN MINISTRY OEFICIALS ABOUT THE NECESSITY EOR A CHANGE 
IN THE U.S.-THAI RELATIONSHIP, ALTHOUGH THESE OEFICIALS CONTINUE 
TO EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT MOVING TOWARD A MORE "NORMAL" RELA- 
TIONSHIP NOW WILL REDUCE PRESSURES ON THE GOVERNMENT TO ELIMI- 
NATE COMPLETELY OUR SPECIAL TIES. 
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